
Elective Clerkships
R E S I D E N C Y  P R O G R A M



CARDIOLOGY 
GOAL: To offer an intensive experience in the evaluation and management of patients with a variety of 
cardiovascular diseases and disorders.

1.  Patient Material: Case load will vary depending on the individual student’s capability; however, there 
are significant numbers of challenging diseases.  Most patients will have coronary artery disease with 
angina pectoris, acute infarctions, congestive heart failure, arrhythmia, etc. Students will have the 
opportunity to listen to interesting murmurs and observe unusual physical findings. Experience in the 
interpretation and reading of EKGs and echocardiograms will occur in relation to the care of patients.

2. Scans: Graded exercise tolerance tests and Thallium scans are performed regularly.

3.  Monitoring: Holter monitoring equipment is available for the monitoring of arrhythmias during the 
course of daily activities. This is helpful in teaching the diagnosis, importance, and treatment of ar-
rhythmias.

4.  Pacemaker: Pacemaker insertion via the transvenous route for temporary pacing in the setting of 
acute myocardial infarction and in the pre-op stabilization of patients who are to undergo permanent 
implantation of pacemakers is performed with some frequency. A student will have the opportunity 
to observe the procedure several times. A cardiac catheterization laboratory capable of performing 
quality coronary arteriography, PTCA and other cardiac catheterization procedures is available, and 
the student will be exposed to these physiologic, hemodynamic and diagnostic procedures and have a 
thorough understanding of the technique, indications for and means of utilizing and interpreting data.

5.  PTCA: Percutaneous transluminal coronary angioplasty is a frequently performed procedure, and the 
students will follow patients after cardiac surgery, thereby providing experience with medical therapy, 
angioplasty and/or surgery.

6.  Students: Students will have personal supervision and be assigned to cardiologists on a daily basis 
for a minimum of two to three hours and will be actively involved in the diagnosis and treatment of 
patients with cardiac problems.

No examination will be given. Performance of the student will be evaluated by the preceptor on the rotation evaluation form provided 
by the medical school.

EMERGENCY MEDICINE 
GOAL: To instruct the student in management of patients presenting to the Emergency Department.

The student will participate in the daily activities of the Emergency Department under the supervision 
of a full-time Emergency Department physician. It is expected that the student will develop skills in 
obtaining a brief medical history and in performing a pertinent physical examination; participate in 
the treatment of various common problems seen in the Emergency Department of a large community 
hospital; and participate in the evaluation and management of multiple trauma and patients with other 
life-threatening emergencies. The student will have the opportunity to read concerning the disorders 
treated, and to observe the organizational framework and functioning of an Emergency Department.
No examination will be given. Performance of the student will be evaluated by the preceptor on the rotation evaluation form provided 
by the medical school.

COURSE DIRECTORS:
Thomas Cawthon, M.D.

Randy Harrison, M.D.

LOCATION:
Princeton Baptist  

Medical Center
Grandview Medical Center

PREREQUISITE:
All Core Clerkships

COURSE DIRECTORS:
Bruce Burns, M.D.
Steven Bobo, M.D.

LOCATION:
Princeton Baptist Medical 

Center
Grandview  

Medical Center

PREREQUISITE:
Core Clerkships in 

Medicine and Surgery
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HEMATOLOGY/ONCOLOGY 
GOAL: To offer senior medical students experience in Hematology/Oncology as practiced 
within the community hospital. Students will have opportunities to:

1.  Evaluate and present new patients and follow them throughout their evaluation and therapy 
in both inpatient and outpatient settings.

2. Gain experience in performing / reviewing bone marrow aspirate / biopsy.

3. Present cases at multidisciplinary conferences.

4.  Gain understanding of natural history of different solid and hematologic malignancies as 
well as new and innovative treatments.

5. Become familiar with treatment of common toxicities of chemotherapy.

6.  Review febrile leukopenia, thrombocytopenia, mucositis, neuropathy, and paraneoplastic 
syndromes --associated with various malignancies.

7. Attend outlying clinic with attending (optional).

This opportunity for multidisciplinary management will be coordinated by Medical Oncology, 
but the program will be flexible enough to allow emphasis according to the student’s desire 
to focus on either surgical oncology, GYN oncology, radiation oncology or medical oncology. 
The types of malignancies are those most commonly seen in the general population including 
lung cancer, breast cancer, colon cancer, gynecologic cancer and genitourinary malignancies, 
lymphomas and myeloproliferative disorders.

The Hematology / Oncology Division also offers exposure to those hematologic problems 
commonly seen in the community hospital. There will be exposure to bone marrow pathology 
and the evaluation of anemias and coagulation disorders, thrombocytopenia, and leukopenia.
No examination will be given. Performance of the student will be evaluated by the preceptor on the rotation evaluation 
form provided by the medical school. 

INFECTIOUS DISEASES 
GOAL: To provide experience in the diagnosis and management of patients with infectious 
diseases.

During the course of the rotation, the student will actively participate in the management of 
hospitalized patients with infectious disease problems. The student will become acquainted 
with the functions of the microbiology laboratory and will have the opportunity to personally 
examine all pertinent radiographs and pathology specimens. Rounds are made daily with the 
preceptor.  Regular formal and informal didactic lectures will be provided. The educational 
experience will be supplemented by attending the weekly Birmingham VAMC HIV Clinic and 
the UAB Infectious Diseases conference.
No examination will be given. Performance of the student will be evaluated by the preceptor on the rotation evaluation 
form provided by the medical school.

COURSE DIRECTOR:
Jimmie Harvey, MD

LOCATION:
Grandview Medical Center

PREREQUISITE:
Core Clerkship in Medicine

COURSE DIRECTORS:
David M. Ennis, M.D.

LOCATION:
Princeton Baptist  

Medical Center
Grandview Medical Center

PREREQUISITE:
Core Clerkship in Medicine



INTERNAL MEDICINE (GENERAL) 
GOAL: To provide a quality educational experience with the direct supervision and close in-
teraction of the faculty member. The student will be given ample opportunity to use his / her 
clinical skills and judgment in patient care.

Students will make daily rounds with the attending and the staff Internal Medicine team con-
sisting of an Internal Medicine core faculty member, a senior resident, and two or more interns. 
Students will be responsible for admitting patients, writing orders under supervision, and will 
be given an opportunity to participate in procedures. Students attend Morning Report (with 
residents and faculty) and daily didactic medical conferences. Night call is optional. Students 
are expected to take an active interest in their patients’ care and are encouraged to review the 
literature on patient management and problems. 
No examination will be given. Performance of the student will be evaluated by the preceptor on the rotation evaluation 
form provided by the medical school.

NEPHROLOGY 
GOAL: To acquaint students with the diagnostic problems and therapy of patients with acute and 
chronic renal disease, including acid-base and electrolyte disorders.

Students will evaluate patients with acute renal failure and follow chronic renal failure patients 
in the hospital. They will learn indications for and observe the performance of invasive and 
non-invasive diagnostic procedures. The relationship between pathophysiology, symptoms 
and treatment will be stressed.
No examination will be given. Performance of the student will be evaluated by the preceptor on the rotation evaluation 
form provided by the medical school.

CLINICAL NEUROLOGY 
GOAL: To acquaint students with diagnostic problems and therapy of patients with neurologic 
disorders.

The student will assist in the evaluation and treatment of neurologic problems of approximately 
three inpatients per day. The student will also become acquainted with the use and interpretation 
of specialized neurologic tests such as computed axial tomography, magnetic resonance imaging, 
electroencephalogram, lumbar puncture, electromyogram, nerve impulse velocity and evoked 
potentials. No night call.
No examination will be given. Performance of the student will be evaluated by the preceptor on the rotation evaluation 
form provided by the medical school.

COURSE DIRECTORS:
Frank Thomas, M.D.

Rodney Swillie, M.D.

LOCATION:
Princeton Baptist  

Medical Center
Grandview Medical Center

PREREQUISITE:
Core Clerkship in Medicine

COURSE DIRECTOR:
David Tharpe, M.D.

LOCATION:
Princeton Baptist  

Medical Center

PREREQUISITE:
Core Clerkship in Medicine

COURSE DIRECTORS:
Michael Moore, M.D.

Tiffany Lewis, M.D.

LOCATION:
Princeton Baptist  

Medical Center
Grandview Medical Center

PREREQUISITE:
Core Clerkship in Medicine
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NEUROSURGERY 
GOAL: To acquire proficiency in the examination and diagnosis of patients with the more 
common neurological and neurosurgical disorders.

The student will serve as a member of the clinical team, participating in the care of patients 
on the neurosurgical service. This will include daily ward rounds with the staff, examination 
of new cases, assistance in diagnostic procedures and in the operating room, and attendance 
at all of the organized teaching sessions.
No examination will be given. Performance of the student will be evaluated by the preceptor on the rotation evalua-
tion form provided by the medical school.

ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY SPORTS MEDICINE
GOAL: To provide the student with clinical experience in examining and managing common 
orthopedic problems in Orthopedics, Sports Medicine and Rheumatology.

The student will work closely with one of the orthopedists in the office and in the hospital 
participating in the initial examination, diagnostic procedures, and in the operative and post-
operative care of patients presenting with orthopedic and Sports Medicine problems.  In the 
office setting, the student will participate in the examination, evaluation and non-operative 
Orthopedic, Sports Medicine and Rheumatology problems.
No examination will be given. Performance of the student will be evaluated by the preceptor on the rotation evalua-
tion form provided by the medical school.

OTOLARYNGOLOGY 
GOAL: To provide exposure to ENT at a clinical level.

The student will work in both the office and hospital to develop facility in a thorough head and 
neck examination, utilizing the head mirror and laryngeal mirror, and in treatment of common 
diseases in these areas. There will be an opportunity to work in the operating room including 
observation of bronchoscopies.
No examination will be given. Performance of the student will be evaluated by the preceptor on the rotation evalua-
tion form provided by the medical school.

PATHOLOGY
GOAL:  To expose students to a broad understanding of the subject matter in anatomic and 
clinical pathology in a community hospital setting.

Students will be exposed to the techniques and methodology used in pathology and will 
have experiences in the interpretation and clinical correlation of laboratory data.
No examination will be given. Performance of the student will be evaluated by the preceptor on the rotation evalua-
tion form provided by the medical school.

COURSE DIRECTOR:
Zenko Hrynkiw, M.D.

LOCATION:
Grandview Medical Center

PREREQUISITE:
Core Clerkship in  

Medicine & Surgery

COURSE DIRECTOR:
Larry Lemak, M.D.

LOCATION:
Grandview Medical Center

PREREQUISITE:
Core Clerkship in Surgery

COURSE DIRECTORS:
Randy Real, M.D.

Stephen Favrot, M.D.

LOCATION:
Princeton Baptist  

Medical Center
Grandview Medical Center

PREREQUISITE:
Core Clerkship in Surgery

COURSE DIRECTOR:
Gloria Hutchinson, M.D.

LOCATION:
Princeton Baptist  

Medical Center
Grandview Medical Center

PREREQUISITE:
All Core Clerkships



PULMONARY MEDICINE
GOAL: To acquaint students with the diagnostic and therapeutic problems of  
the respiratory tract.

The elective offers experience with the following:

1 . Pulmonary function testing, including arterial blood gases; 

2.  Respiratory therapy from the simple to the more complex evaluation  
problems; ventilator support.

3.  Diagnostic problems; and management and treatment of pulmonary problems. 

4. Critical care medicine.

The student will be expected to work up new patients and consultations. Hospital rounds 
will be made once daily, except on critically ill patients who are seen at least twice daily. 
With time permitting, exposure to the office evaluation of disability applicants’ exercise 
blood gas testing may be available. The student will be offered as much responsibility as 
he/she is willing and capable of taking.
No examination will be given. Performance of the student will be evaluated by the preceptor on the rotation evaluation 
form provided by the medical school.

RADIOLOGY 
GOAL: To provide medical students with education in diagnostic radiology including general 
radiology, computed tomography, magnetic resonance imaging, diagnostic ultrasound and 
image guided procedures or, by special arrangement, education in radiation oncology.

On this rotation, most of the student’s time will be spent in day-to-day observation of film 
interpretation working with both residents and faculty radiologists at the viewing stations. 
There is also time for independent study using both electronic and film teaching files 
allowing a student to spend more time in a specific sub-specialty area.  Diagnostic Radiology 
conferences are held each morning at 7:00 a.m., and a conference schedule will be provided.  
There are also weekly pathology - radiology joint conferences at both campuses.  The student 
will also be provided and encouraged to attend daily medicine conferences held in the media 
room in the hospital. 
No examination will be given. Performance of the student will be evaluated by the preceptor on the rotation evaluation 
form provided by the medical school.

SURGERY (GENERAL) 
GOAL: To provide a well-rounded experience in General Surgery in a community hospital 
under the close supervision of the attending and resident staff.

Each student will be assigned to a surgical teaching service and will work with the resident 
on that service under the supervision of the attending surgeon. On such service, the student 
will participate in the pre-operative evaluation of the patient, scrub with the surgeon and 
resident, and participate in the post-operative care. The student will, under supervision, 
write orders, change dressings, learn how to use drains, gastrointestinal tubes, catheters, 
venous access lines, etc.

The degree of responsibility is determined by progress during the clerkship. Conferences 
and bedside teaching rounds are held several times a week. The student participates 
actively in the conferences and rounds. 

No examination will be given. Performance of the student will be evaluated by the preceptor on the rotation evaluation 
form provided by the medical school.

COURSE DIRECTORS:
Allen Groves, M.D.

Bibb Allen, M.D.

LOCATION:
Princeton Baptist  

Medical Center
Grandview Medical Center

PREREQUISITE:
Completion of Basic Sciences

COURSE DIRECTOR:
Shields Frey, M.D.

LOCATION:
Princeton Baptist  

Medical Center
Grandview Medical Center

PREREQUISITE:
Core Clerkships in Surgery

COURSE DIRECTORS:
Michael Crain, M.D.
Sandra Gilley, M.D.

LOCATION:
Princeton Baptist  

Medical Center
Grandview Medical Center

PREREQUISITE:
Core Clerkship in Medicine



HOW DO I APPLY?
Once a clerkship has been selected, please contact the Houses-
taff Coordinator. Each clerkship is limited to one or two positions 
per institution. Please refer to the clerkship description to know 
which institution is providing that specific elective. Electives are 
limited to two per student, per year.

Kathy Wright, Housestaff Coordinator
Medical Education, Main Hospital, 3rd Floor
3690 Grandview Pkwy
Birmingham, AL 35243
205.971.7214
kathy.wright@bhsala.com

The Housestaff Coordinator will work with you to arrange a 
rotation that fits your schedule and will contact the preceptor 
to set-up the rotation. In addition, the Housestaff Coordinator 
will contact the relevant Program Coordinator and Program Di-
rector to make them aware of the dates you will be on campus. 
When the schedule is  confirmed, the Housestaff Coordinator 
will contact you with the details and advise you where to report 
on the initial day of the rotation.

ORIENTATION
Upon arrival for the clerkship, the student should report to the 
Housestaff Coordinator.  The Housestaff Coordinator shall pro-
vide pertinent information relative to the rotation. The Houses-
taff Coordinator will contact the relevant Program Coordinator 
and Program Director to make them aware that you are doing a 
rotation in the hospital. The Housestaff Coordinator will provide 
the necessary documents the student is required to complete 
and relate pertinent information relative to the hospital. At the 
conclusion of the rotation, the student will check out with the 
Housestaff Coordinator before departing the campus. The Hous-
estaff Coordinator will be available throughout the rotation to 
address questions and /or provide assistance.

MEDICAL LIBRARIES
Princeton Baptist Medical Center
Location: POB III, Suite 200

Librarian: Elizabeth Laera 
elizabeth.laera@bhsala.com 
205.783.3078

Grandview Medical Center
Location: 3rd Floor, Main Hospital

Librarian: Amber Long 
amber.long@bhsala.com 
205.971.7227

Medical Librarians are available to assist students with selection 
of required materials, literature searches, copying, etc.  Comput-
ers with internet access are available in both medical libraries 
for the student’s use.

GENERAL HOSPITAL ACCESS
Medical students have full access to the Medical Education res-
ident lounge areas at both teaching hospitals.

CLERKSHIP MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION
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Brookwood Baptist Health
Birmingham, Alabama

brookwoodbaptisthealth.com


